Fifty- One Stars?
By Rebeca Boria

I wrote the essay "Fifty-one Stars?” about a responss that
I read in a magngine. T was in ahock about what I read. I
thought Poerto Ricans were happy being a Commonwsalth
country. I wam a little mad about the column I read. I was
shocked bacause, how could the Puerto Ricang want to be
part of the United States of Amarica (U.S.A)7

The United States owned Puerto Rico, through having a
treaty of Paris after the United States won the Spanish-
Amarican War in 1098. The Puarto Ricans gained Amarican
citizenship in 1917. The Puarte Ricans want to becoms &
state of the U.E.A but want to protect their culture, singe
the island became a commonwsalth (a self-governing part of
tha U.8.A).

The governor of Puarto Rico thinks that becoming =
state of the U.B.A is a good idaa., As a Puerto Rigan, I
would not go for the idea. If I were the governor I would
take a lot of time to think about it and make sure I'm
making the right choloa. Tha governor and soms Puarto
Ricans want to ba abls to vota for the president of the
U.5.A. T think that as a commonwealth they've got more
ermmiumfnmmummﬂ,m
island dossn't have to worry about federal taxes. They
don't have to worry much about tall buildings, or a lot of
pollution. Thara are other good and bad aidea to
becoming a state of the U.B.A. The good part of becoming a
etate is that Foerto Rico's sconomy and health care will
izprove. Mora pecple could get joba that pay good money.
Thay could have a voice on the United States pdlitics and
add naw bills, or rules to the u-nn.lr.;l.tut:l.nn" H-.:tn Ricans
would get more sducation for “the kids.

The bad part of becoming pact of the U.E.A is that
Mwarica always tries to con people out &f something. For
example: politics use the small print in contracts or the
red tape run around, to get people cohfused so thay will
gay yes. People in the U.E. [(and other big countrias) talk
extra fast so they would think you got a fair deal. The
Tnited States has too much red tape following any contract
o any legal documents tha politicimns write down or say. I
also found evidencs that the U.5. is not helping Pusrcto
Rico grow in econcmay issues and other things. ([(Ses attached
charts.)

I balieve if Puerts Hico becama a stata, tha Puarto
Ricans will have moat of thair fresdom taken away. They



won't be able to run wild and do what thay feel like at
that moment, Before building a house the Puerto Ricans
would have to deal with the red tape of America to get a
permit to bonild a house.

T would like to stress that the Spanish language would
disappear little by little and the new language would be
English inatead of Spanish. (The United States has baan
known an a divide and conguer country sinoce back in the
Indian day.) I'm proud of tha Spanish Language. It makes ms
differant than tha other pecple in Boston. Also it's a bit
spacial to have two languages under my balt. I would feel
bad if the Puerto Ricans had the English language flow out
of their mouths instead of Spanish; it's just shame I
guass. I do like the English language; it's just that =
country should have their own coatums and languages so they
ares different from others.

Tha main thing that I worry about ia the Fuerto Rican
culture of the island. The island has libarty to decide as
a country,what they would like changed. I wouldn't like to
forget that I'm a Puerto Rican. I'll teach my kids their
history and where their descendenta coma from. My opinion
ovarall is just stay 2 commonwealth. I think it's much
simplar,



