Josephine _BaKer
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Josephine Boker grew up on Grratler sireet in 51 Louis, Misscurl. Whes Jasephine was
young her father lefr ber home. Josepnine’s father was o drummer and Joseshing Bked to listen %
| hitm and s friends play. Jasephine was wimt her mather one nigh* and asked 1o donce up on stoge
fo whn the cantest, o the 2lub, bat her mother soid she wos “too ittle.” osephine didnt core and
velled °| ain't 100 fittle,” and got up on stage anc danced along to #he Rog music. ssephine won the
contest and a siver collor, After that Josephine told ber mather she wosld mever stop dancing, 11
never stop dancin’ nowl,” ond she didnt.

Josephine Doker didn't give Up or lose her dream of belng o dancer, She le home at oge 13
and 9ot 0 job 08 a woitress ot “Ohd Chouffesrs Club.” Joseptine wotted on tobles ond danced. Som
after she got married to Wike Wek's, bur rhe marmiage ended In dhverce. Joseohine refurned o
waltressing. While working at the club she met the “Jones Family Band,™ Mr. Jones sow Joseohine
dance and heare her sing. He offered Josephine 2 jab with the “Jones Femily Band ond Chestnut and
Martet Gtreets.”

Around 1912 o company called the Dixle Steppers” sppenred i» St Louls. The “Dive

Steppers” group had falien epart and wes trving te keep it together. The aromp sow the “Janes



\

Femily” and declded to sign them up. Josephine wos instant success. Two weels |oter the two
groups left Sr. Lowis to go on tour.

Josephing earmed ten dollars 2 week ond visied New Orleans, Chicago,
Philadeiphic, and New York, In Philadelphia she met her second husband Willom Howard Botker,
Also in Philodelphia Joseghine mer Nobel Sissle and Eubie Blake who hod writtes the mysic for
"Ghuflle Along.” The musical was holéng auditions and so Josaphine tried out. They rejected her
becouse her skin was too dark o1d she wos 100 young. The fwo men decided to moke “Shifie Along”
o road producvion, s¢ Josaphize tried our again, but they rejected her. After several fries the stage
manager hired her. Becouse Josephine was much darker than the gther girls she become the stor,
Josephine become part of the cast ond got paid twenty five dollers o week.

The show wos reaching Brocthn when Slssle and Blake were making o new show calied
“Chocolcte Dandies, "ord they worted Jpsephine to be in it Sissie o+d Bloke puled Josephine of
the road for o while.

Andre Diaven went to New York in search for some block performers. Sre sportec
Josephine and iméted her 40 go 40 Palrs with her. Joseohine salied to Perls as & member of "La
Revee Negro. From Josephing's first appearance in Peris she wos ¢ hit. Josephine donced the

“Crarleston” ond she performed the dance . “The dance of 1he Savages™ with Joe Alex. Jasephine



ware brignt pink feothers. When Josephine performed in Berlir, her cudiences were amazed by her
near-nackedness.

In the 1920's and 1230's Josephine aiso storred the “Foles-Bergers” o the "Caslno de
Paris. Jpsephine toured Europe, recorded songs for Columbia records end storrec in twe filrms
“Zup-Zou ond Princess Tom-Tom.” “Folies-Bergere” wes Josephine's most memorable cance,
Joseprine then maved info Bm ood opera,

In 1935 Josephine returned o the LS.A to find the same populerity she found in Parls.
But American oudiences weren't ready for her type of dancing.  Josephine decided 49 return to
Parls, but before she did she dvorzed her second husoond, Wille Baxer, wha she had morried in
1920. In1937 Josephine become o French citlze=. Also In 1937 Josephine married Jeon Lign, o
French sugar broker. But me morriogz erded in 14 months.

During the secand World Wor Josaphing decome gn undercover worker, ¢ spy for the
French. Josephine also became an “honorabe correspondens” and become "sub-llestenant” In the
“Women's Auxiliory of she Frenck Air Force

in 1940 Josephine moved to Marccce. In 7242 she soured the reglen performing for the
resistonce. Josephing returned to Paris In 1944, She got married agoin in 1947 42 Jo Boulllon, an

erehestra lender. Josephing returned fo the U, 5.A In 1948 ard become an activist for the Civl



-ﬂﬁ‘?ﬁﬂam‘ﬂﬁéﬁ;wﬂum to Porls in 1954, hoping to raise ¢ fanly, She did, from
touring she coliected oll races of childran and brought them o Paris with her ond Jo. Jdosephine
calied them her “Rainbaw Tribe "
ﬁﬂﬁuugh#iqﬂmﬂ@bdﬂmﬁmdumﬁhmlmpmﬂmsﬁmam.
achiever, and a determined woman. EMﬂMkadM#ﬂmﬂnﬁmm

e, kumvgghhephhmdﬁmﬁmdm be o doncer. As g young adult she was

determined fo even get in a show, I think the? Josephine ochieved her dregm ard more,




