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Ly Pebaooe orig

Jesephine Zaker Lived ourizg ol Harlem Eensisszonas. Thez Ferlel
Bunaiapunas was o Lize of rebellion and a nirtlh of & new fulides. The Harlem
Runaizsanns Seloed look sl the arks =ng the world in a new way. Josyphins kad a
o of slruggles bn her Cife Dut sne stil Tizned aub o Sy [REouE.

Jozaphine Baksr wes bhorn on Juns 4,L808 in Sk Louis, Mizssurl.
Jogennlng s mame wown'h always Josaphine Saker buk Treds Josephin: Helonald. iler
parests wers Carrin MzDozsld ard Eddie Carson. Usrrie waz 2 washeeswoman wnd
Tdie wns a4 Srummer inoa bocal band. Eddie 1=ft the houge with ilarris To Kake
care of Lae kids. Lager en Darris met Arsnuay darcon, Carvio gave bizth b 8omo
Jeseph ine voungsr zibplings and Carrie wng Arzhar sot marmoed. Sinmoe Josszhins
was lighrer Lhan hes Bramher wag, miohard sho whaze't wolaamed Sy nay makhuyr WAS,
Thal sto-hed Josophine's rougn childhood.

Mer mothoer WAE pialesming Jadephlne, & b 1lved wikh funt Sareline hex,
citnarte gistur, for fiwe years oatil Corede wanted her rack oo m2lp her with
e wlds. Jossphine enly stayed tHe yasrs at hor =ai's hosoa. Astzr Lhat hoarx
palher zeob her out Lo work acd goz jobhs a: = fmaid. Josopsins went onT to bhrse
LD ferunt wewgns wo work bub at soch Housa sha didn'l shay Lo leseng) . Alse Ak
this age she wazn't roally kol smart oinhel, Josuphine oouls oeven spell Rer oWn
nams .,

Whzr Josepnine Was thicbeen she go merricd to Willie Hells, This was her
Eoyss mesriaca. Fapephine didn'tv shay marT e ton lumg becawze she spent
gillie's money ard i ended uyly 35, vhey diwproed,

Josephing waltrosuas Ln 2 rescanronl . For epborcainment =he wenz ko Lo Thesizar
fiyearn Bopkeras RDosociiacion, &7 this Loesrer Sogephiing mel Dessic Smith. Bospis
didn®t, motics Jdeaephing, bat Jorla Emith (Gezsie Smiiklz giztor): did. Curla
Smith was ¢ odg Sigler to Jogepaine, Lor Saria Leoaght ame wave Jdedgphing Bhe
Enorsengt of show business. Jozephine and Caria o0 Beoans lorers. cogsphine
cams e soebh Wil Thes ik onlslers Pk ool cEme Bann At the agg of
Eourens.

n= the age of [ourkasn Jossphine wedl, B Fabbudalehis whoard Besgio HRath
periosmed ard Josephine alse mil sncthre mov. That bev was Rilly daker ans be
workad in A resreurant wizh Bim dad. They Lived Sogether on 2p of Lhe
rectousant with Eilly's family. The marriaae dife't Tast oo long for Josephine
gat annapted Lo Bhe o ieal, SheilLe Blomg, in 1921. Tk <he FhufTie AHLonyg
Jossphine sxperisnoed Show Duginsss. The alze Foungd out thal her skin colox
wapmt= = bielt nflar all, that the whize parfusmAls wotld tease hor liks she
sr—dnrk ke wesryane EhonT Byesn Uronrgh thev ‘tErged hory wesephipe Turasd EhETL
L =g By pdtenlage Dy e sating p Atyle woal NE Zig pinotuore hats with AT (e
Aveszes. Hle wose 't himili To SmiFone.
purisg that ties wesephine also perfermed in thz Jotfon Cluk, The Flantatinn,
apg abaer Hew Tork nigoooluks. =L the clone Jozapkins would dance The
rogrlastor, The Ilack Bottor, and obimr dances pregted by blacks. The Hhuiils
Along wenk omod Rour aroued zhe WoA. bt whee LnohlT 51, Loelid Jospeslng dictn®f
agrformed boouiss ol hor bad —imes ip ner homaetown, Jossphine's wmolhzr was bhare
sul, ghe gonioe't £indd Josszlilne Far Joumpllme waan®n Lo the shaw,

Ta the some o vesr Josephine was in scme mpzicel dunsse of the Cnocolats
PBanaies . The dange thil eade Jeamsplidse Lo wWad Thg ewae Koegrs, whigh sl
sorformed Gn Baris, She was oaly eighboms 3T Thas cies, Bt Lke Eudition
Tueephirg oid her cnecds OO0 W48 potizmi ous of Ly zeaz ol tha dansers dodng
heir sofs. She wes chssso Lo fe past of The Rowe® Hagre. Jogapkine ot pickud
me e berm in Tha Hevae Bigss, Tha Ravis Nogea Eeaturod Foaephine iast in Lhe
st but she showsd people thay "black is besuctizol’. Jogephing came out with o
Feather pnslume anid danced thy Charizslen danse will a parson frlayica She




clarinml.. The ratirgs for Jogerhice were wxellsnt, Evoryons wanTed To Enowe wWha
was that girl on stage.

hiter the ferioTdan—d Jogephine reaalived high praise aod slaysd In Paris
for & while, She thie Decass o |wge]l Farisian oi%iwen shint: she was 31 yeazrs old
(19371 . Jogephing LoUIED the rest ol Europ= and recorded sanys for Columbie
nEmards, ounephlins also starred In fiimin Liko, "Eoa=Eol and Loe Princesy Tam—
Tarn®. )

Joampalris returned L the U.8. ang whilh aho #&3 there ghe Heipad with racio!
josuas that rose In Amsrics, Jozephine didn'ct Like To parfezm bn sepregated
{naa=cra gno other local plosas Thal were asgrotated, Tor shal Josogphine did tho
Y. 2.n.CF iattoral Associallon of Colores People) pased hee the ®=28%
Outatanding Woman ol the Vest. Temepkine evan parlioipatad in the 1936 Harch Oo
gazhingtie and gave.a copmers ol Carpegle Hool For Ihe B.A.A.S.P, Stadent Hizn
vialanl Cosrdinating Commitioo 2 W.C.0) s the Congrnss of Saeig] Fgualily
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Josaphirn sadn & diflerence in tha J.6. and ales hotped Fraces oF World
¥ar [T. Josephine sACPOU A5 an Lase) | Lgenon Liaienh aml ao gEbe. lapnan drives ToT
ithe French Resistmnce. JTozaphine was hoporad with the ¥edsl of the Reaistance
aml rhe Legion of Honar, Durlng if Lg =ime she sisc sdopted Lwslvo ghildres and
=5 | led inwam tha “RalnbDow —rib=". The "Bzinbow Tribe™ was rade of kids rom
q'tferont nallene. There &ers "AQ moys And Lwo girim. That wag Jesephine's
tamily becouse Josaphineg bad o mmdergo an amerguncy husreractony that took fer
arillnare haby end RlwoAT tonk her iifa, Mo thi “Rainbow Tribe" way her only
redl Familiy.

*n 1L07% Josephine performad in o Rasue Lo =rihute Joasphine for her
guconss i fos show Buslness woeld. Josept |ne endes pal por and had 0 2ove
spto & gesll wille Brd cpnl el mogsenly Suppart hai mEemlly™: ir Save late:
Joseshine died la her aleon DECZuUsE of carebral hemosrhags, Toaapk | e Wwio (]
waaze nid and still was performing really well for audiencons. The people n
Pari= weve a kig marin] . Her caskal w«ent shipaagh Lné Enlpatriare Hagpd Las,
pitased Cha 3cbino Thaates and procreded Lo ths Mada.ivine. Themsands af people
pald thair cwapect "o cosnphing Daker, a parsnl WD ranew facgell ap <omsphite
Bakez, FLaz.

This woman wed onn 6f the graatams poceie to live in thio wapld., Fwan wilh
hatdanips Josephine saté To ba a3 star of Paris. «oosgphlze shbowed Farla acd Lhe
.5, thet thern are ney Things hoppening around you. Dp&h your eyuon and poa the
sy ffernnt worlds and the r scyles. Josuphine gave vhe world the beer style of
naring costumes sni dances, fha =aa incelllgeet ond alwayn gave [RERIT Eox
othurAa. Bha alsa learnps agw ba have a good Ties!

Dgommbar 14, 2000

|




